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JEWELRY MAKING

Jewelry consists mainly of four principal articles: rings,
brooches, bracelets, and chains. No matter what the prevailing
mode of dress may be these articles of jewelry are worn. From
the standpoint of jewelry construction and, to some extent, design,
these four articles are important because they involve basic proc-
esses of construction which are used in all forms of jewelry work.

Modern tools and equipment have brought about simplification
of certain processes and improvement in others but the basic proc-
esses used in making jewelry have been essentially the same since
early historic days. Since the essential tools and materials can be se-
cured at low cost the fabrication of articles from such metals as
gold and silver easily comes within the reach of creative craft work
for beginners.

Design in jewelry is always important, since much of the
beauty of an article is determined by the form, proportion, bal-
ance, unity, harmony, and repetition of line and mass. Crafts-
manship, however, is often the key to a beautiful design because
workmanship not only creates texture which is essential to the
beauty of the article, but quite frequently it is -the only way to
bring out the details of a well-developed design. A good crafts-
man knows that good workmanship, in itself, is a thing of beauty.

In order to carry through a piece of work from the design to
the completed article the worker must follow through a series of
processes in order. A beginner may find it necessary to write out
the directions at first but later, as he advances, he should learn
how to keep his working plan and order of processes in mind. In
this event only a few notes and sketches need be used as reminders.

The following problems are presented in the form of work
sheets to show the order in which the various parts of the work are